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United States Forest Mendocino National Forest 825 N. Humboldt Ave.
Department of Service Willows, CA 95988
Agriculture Grindstone Ranger District 530-934-3316

TDD: 711-Relay Service

File Code: 1950
Date:  May 21, 2021

Dear Interested Parties and Stakeholders:

The Grindstone Ranger District of the Mendocino National Forest is initiating National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) analysis for the Powell Salvage Project. The project area
includes portions of the Hardin Project that was in progress when the 2020 August Complex Fire
burned.

The Powell Salvage Project is located entirely within the Grindstone Ranger District and is in the
vicinity of Powell Cabin, which is southwest of Paskenta, California and northwest of Elk Creek
(see map). The project area is approximately 250 acres. More detailed information regarding
the proposed action for the project is outlined below.

Background

The Decision Notice for the original Hardin Fuel Reduction Project (Hardin Project) was signed
in 2012. The Hardin Project produced one timber sale, which was being implemented in 2020 at
the time of the 2020 August Complex Fire. The August Complex burned a total of 1,032,648
acres, including 612,634 acres on the MNF. The entire Hardin Project footprint was within the
fire perimeter. Increase in fire activity pushed the fire through the untreated portion of the
project, and into recently treated and pending thinning units. The fire caused nearly complete
mortality of residual trees within these units.

Implementation of the Hardin Project stopped by the August Complex included harvesting
within the timber sale, resulting in loss for the local economy. Due to the economic loss, the
Hardin Project does not fulfill one original purpose to “provide an estimated 4.0 MMBF of
timber to support local mills and businesses” [Hardin Project Decision Notice and Finding of No
Significant Impact (DN/FONSI) pg. 3]

A Rapid Assessment Team of specialists analyzed the effects of fire and made recommendations
for post-fire recovery. They determined that the high mortality would lead to heavy
accumulation of fuels.

Purpose and Need for Action

Within the first year following a fire, economic value decreases as trees begin to deteriorate.
Accelerated wood decay of fire-affected trees necessitates prompt action to ensure harvested
trees retain sufficient merchantable value to facilitate a timber sale and support restoration
activities and fuel load reductions. Material provided by MNF supports a viable local timber
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Small diameter trees (3-11.9 inches DBH) that meet mortality guidelines, may also be utilized to
meet surface cover requirements through lopping and scattering or chipping. Excess could be
piled and burned or decked for removal as biomass.

Replanting

Replant salvaged units with species commonly found in the area, including ponderosa pine,
sugar pine and Douglas-fir. On sites capable of supporting these species, special consideration
should be given to incense cedar and red fir. Planting should occur in irregular pattern (spot
planting with microsite utilization) and at lower densities. On sites where sprouting white oak
and/or black oak are present, planting will not take place. Continue monitoring reforestation
efforts until seedlings are deemed free to grow. Release and thin planted seedlings and natural
regeneration until desired species composition, tree densities, and spacing pattern supporting
management objectives are reached.

All interested persons, organizations, and agencies; state and local governments; and tribal
governments are encouraged to participate. The Forest Service would like to receive comments
specific to meeting the purpose and need of this proposal. Comments should be submitted by
Friday, June 11, 2021 to be considered in the development and analysis of this project.
Comments received in response to this notice, including names and addresses of respondents,
will be considered part of the public record and will be available for public inspection.

Please submit your written comments to:
Mendocino National Forest
825 N. Humboldt Ave.
Willows, CA 95988

Or by e-mail to:
comments-pacificsouthwest-mendocino-grindstone(@usda.gov
(with a subject line of Powell).

Information on the project is available through the MNF project webpage at:
https://data.ecosystem-management.org/nepaweb/project_list.php?forest=110508. If you have
questions about this proposal, please contact Radek Glebocki, Silviculturist, at
radoslaw.glebocki@usda.gov or 530-934-1215.

Sincerely,

LOREN EVEREST
District Ranger

Attachment: map
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